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THE SALVATION ARMY CITADEL: 
PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE 


By: Steven M. Seegers 

Plagued by sporadic fires and the homeless, and after almost 
20 years of neglect, the Salvation Army Citadel faces an 
uncertain future. The Citadel evokes a memory of a young and 
vibrant community eager to show its prosperity and spirit. 


The move to 49 NW 5th Street in 1926 provided the Salvation 
Army with its first permanent home in Miami. Built during 1925 
at an enourmous cost of $75,000, the Citadel reflected th<* 
flamboyant spirit of the 1920’s. Using cream colored stucco" 
faced with Moorish arches, and high ceilings and louvered 
windows, the Citadel exemplified an architectural style that ha<* 
become known as "Florida Mediterranean". The dedication ceremony 
attended by almost 1000 people, took place on January 31, 1926,' 

and was led by Judge Frank Stoneman, editor of the Miami Her ald. 

The Citadel served the Salvation Army until 1969 when they 
moved into new headquarters located on Flagler Street. Since 
then, it has become a" headquarters" for Miami's homeless It is 
believed that these new " residents" , in an attempt to seek 
warmth on cold winter nights, have started countless small fires 
which luckily have been kept under control. Unfortunately Just 
before Christmas 1987, one of these small fires turned into ~a 
major blaze which almost destroyed the entire building. 

The building,which was designated as an historic site in 
1983, is currently owned by Daniel Arias, and is leased by 

the Off Street Parking Authority. Structural engineers have been 
hired to survey the building to determine whether or not 
restoration is possible. If nothing else, they hope to preserve 
~he Citadel s Moorish facade. If restoration is possible, the 
city hopes to lure the Miami Heat into using the building as' a 

ticket sales office, as it is so close to the new basketball 
stadium. 


Let's all hope the Citadel can be restored to its former 
glory. It’s a wonderful reminder of a bygone era, and could b=> a 
bright star in our future. 










